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Describe your business prior to August 29, 2005.  

Before August 29,2005, I was constructing metal sculptures. The process included design work drawn, refined and printed on computer; hand cutting with an oxy-acetylene torch; finishing the steel by grinding and polishing, then painting with enamels or decorating with mixed media. These pieces were sold in a number of galleries, shops and museums along the Gulf Coast and throughout Mississippi. Another outlet for my work was art shows and festivals. My studio was located within my home in a area, inside and outside, designated specifically to produce my sculptures.
How was your business affected by the storm?  

On August 29, 2005, my studio and many of my distribution outlets were destroyed. My studio, consisting of an enclosed garage area and a covered concrete slab, was crushed by a falling tree, causing the ceiling to collapse and water to flow in. This was followed by the tidal surge bringing about 3 feet of water into this area of my home.
All of my equipment (everything used to create my sculptures, e.g. torches, welding, computer, and more) was damaged or destroyed. While my work is very durable, every piece that was in my studio, either finished or in process was damaged and must be refinished and repaired.

Most of the coastal outlets for my work were either completely destroyed or damaged. Work             contained within these shops was washed away or damaged. These pieces are sold on commission; therefore my inventory of artwork has been lost. Shops carrying artwork on commission do not insure against loss of these items, so, I will not be compensated for this loss. All but one of the coast’s art festivals was cancelled for 2005 and now, for 2006.
How much income has been lost due to the storm (past, present and future). 
As a result of the storm, my business has been nearly decimated. My studio was crushed under a tree then flooded as mentioned above. My work was damaged or disappeared from shops and galleries and the lucrative festival schedule is simply gone.
Presently, ninety percent of my income has been lost due to Katrina. While I’ve been able to sell a few pieces, repaired numerous works and participated in the single remaining festival, I have virtually lost the resources and facilities to produce new art. 
Before Katrina, I sold 3 – 7 pieces each month, ranging in price from $45 - $300 (less commissions ranging from 35% - 50%) in galleries. The loss resulting being approximately $2,500. Income from shows, festivals and other activities results in a loss of $7,500 at least. My income is also affected by the loss of inventory mentioned above. This loss has affected the ability to complete sales. While some work was salvaged, it will all have to be refinished. 
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What is the dollar value of loss in equipment and supplies and lost inventory?
Putting a figure on work lost is impossible. Some work was completely lost, while some was recovered and will be repaired. Inventory records were lost on the computer in my studio. Placing a dollar amount upon the time consuming process of refinishing this work can not be made at this time. Equipment lost includes the following:
	Torches and Gauges
	$ 1,500

	Welding Machine
	$ 1,500

	Computer
	$ 1,000

	Kiln
	$ 1,200

	Metal Grinder/polishers
	$   250

	Drill Press
	$   150

	Sand Blasting Gun/Compressor
	$   500

	Paint Sprayer
	$   100

	Brushes and Paints
	$   150

	Total
	$ 6,350


What is your plan for the immediate future ?
My immediate plans include expanding my market outside the “affected” zone. Repairing damaged work from my studio and that which can be returned to me. Whether these works are part of private collections or salvaged from damaged shops, this keeps me busy while working toward replacing equipment to construct new work. Rebuilding my studio, while not a priority, is part of my plan for the future. Plans for a new workshop on the property have been made. Returning to metal work and helping rebuild collections are the most important goal.
