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Artist’s Statement

I discovered steel as an artistic medium almost 15 years ago. I picked up and acetylene torch in an adult education course and immediately knew this media had chosen me. I consider my cut steel pieces my metal canvas. Some are carefully finished to receive their decor, while others are left with rough edges, perhaps to convey my mood at that particular moment. 

The best description for my artwork is Contemporary-Primitive. I am fascinated by ancient cultures and the enduring marks they left behind, whether these impressions were left in the form of glyphs or symbols, cave drawings or alphabets. I have developed a technique that has evolved over time that distinguishes my work; using bright enamel colors and repetitive shapes. As my technique has evolved, so has my use of shape and design to the point of developing my own unique set of visually communicative symbols or motifs unique to my work.

Exhibitions, Galleries, Awards and Collections

Motifs in Time, Mississippi Artists Invitational, Walter Anderson Museum, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

ArtWave, Mississippi Gulf Coast

St. Andrew’s Alumni Art Show, Dorothy Davis Gallery of the Center for Performing Arts 

     on the St. Andrew's North Campus, Ridgeland, Mississippi

George Ohr Festival of Arts, Juried Area, Biloxi, Mississippi

Ocean Springs Art Association Juried Compitition, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Peter Anderson Festival, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

For Love of Art Gallery and Studio, Biloxi, Mississippi

George Orh Museum, Biloxi, Mississippi

Thirteenth Street Gallery, Gulfport, Mississippi (destroyed 2005)

Purple Snapper, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi (destroyed 2005)

Biloxi Art Association, Festival of Arts, Best in Show, Fine Craft Winner, 2004

Traveling Exhibition, American Wind Symphony Orchestra, aboard the Point Counterpoint II

Hancock bank collection, Mississippi Gulf Coast

Nelson Collection, Pass Christian, Mississippi (lost in 2005)

St. Andrew’s Lower School Atrium, Jackson, Mississippi

Casey Elementary School, Jackson, Mississippi

Professional Affiliations and Projects

Board of Directors, Biloxi Art Association, 2004 - present

Demonstrating Cutting technique at festivals

Currently rebuilding studio in wake of Hurricane Katrina; helping fellow artists connect to funding 

opportunities through the Biloxi Art Association; repair and recover artworks damaged in the storm.

Education

BS Management Information Systems, University of South Alabama, Mobile, Alabama

Three years of training in welding and metal working with emphasis upon cutting using various 

methods and types of metal, Hinds Junior College, Adult Education Program, Raymond, Mississippi

Various college level art course work

